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Copy of handwritten note herewith; 



By Somers proposal, the U. of T. gains in abolishing the 
competition of the M.E. School with the proposed physical cultiore 
course for v/hich the University proposes to erect a bldg, after the 
War . 



The U. of T. gains by the School having created a demand 
for its type of physical education for v/omen v/hlch ready-made demand 
will secure pupils for the U. of T. and which demand would not now 
exist to the same extent if the School never had been. 

The U. of T. gains $10,000 in the proposal to hand over 
the accumirlated profits to U. of T. for purpose of buying a Library. 

By the proposal the U. of T. stands to lose Nothing. 

The School has nothing to gain except to avoid the loss 
that would later result in the competition from the course of in- 
struction to be provided by the University when the proposed building 
will have been erected for this purpose. 

The School will receive Nothing for its good will. 

Its Alumnae will disappear. The School which did the best 
work in Canada will be soon entirely forgotten. 

In view of the interest which Mrs. T. Eaton took in building 
up this School which bore her name, w'ould it be worth while to con- 
sider perpetuating her name by having the Co. pay for the erecting of 
this proposed building to carry her name, if the U.of T. will use 
the revenue from the 300,000 now as an Endo^vment Fund? 

The proposed idea of having a Margt. Eaton library costing 
10,000 seems so Inadequate. 
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Dr. Macdonald called in reference to the proposal 
made by UUg Somers that the University should take over the 
Margaret Eaton School. 

Dr. Macdonald stated tJiat the University was already 
doing work similar to that done in the Margaret Eaton School, 
and that the University has the intention to erect a suitable 
building for this work for which they already have $300,000.00 
available, but do not think it advisable to build until the 
War is over. In the meantime they could use the premises of the 
Margaret Eaton School for carrying on the work; and the University 
could take over control of the School but continued under the 
Margaret Eaton name for a short period of years for the sake of 



Dr. Macdonald asks in regard to expenses that should be 
borne by tho University and understands that there would be no 



continuity. 



rental nor heating; but asks regarding such Items as Repairs, 



Lighting, etc. 



The important point to note, hoaever. Is that the present 
premises «,ovad be occupied by the University for only two or three 
years longer, and after that date It would not rank as a building 



used for edvxcational purposes. 




side, about $19,000.00. Presxunably 
out; and x? regards the $ 8 , 000.00 on 



on the Assets side, 

its: and on the Liabilities 
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proposes that this should be donated to the University for 
the purpose of establishing a Library connected with the work, 
and to be known as ”The Margaret Eaton Library", 

As the Margaret Eaton School has been a project of 
the Eaton Family and properly speaking not controlled by The 
T. Eaton Co., the different members of the Family should be 
constilted in regard to whatever proposals are under considera- 
tion so as to have their willing consent in case any change is 
made. 
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/'Thi, ^ *1 April l<iy^41. 

Lady Eaton, 

Regarding the Margaret Eaton School, you will recall 
that when Miss Hamilton retired from It, the School was taken over 
by Miss Somers on her own accoxint. To enable her to carry on, 
we continued to make no charge for rental, heating or caretaking j 
and also permitted the name of the School to remain unchanged. 

You would recall, also, that some years previously 
there were negotiations with the University with a view to the 
School becoming affiliated therewith, so as to give to Its Graduates, 
University standing, which would enable them to teach Physical Culture 
In the Schools that are under Government supervision. As the University 
required a building to be provided and also an Endowment of $15,000 
per year, nothing was done about It. 

In those days the University probably did not see much 
of educational value In the work done by the School; but in the mean- 
time, the University evidently has begun to realize its worth as 
similar work in the University has grown In importance. And as it 
has In mind the erection of a building for which there is already 
a fund of $300,000ear-marked. Miss Somers and her Staff feel that when 
the University will have such equipment, the School could not compete 
therewith; and that something should be done, now, to bring the School 
under the control of the University. With this in mind. Miss Somers 
conferred with Dr. Cody with the resuilt that there is a proposal for 
the University to take over the School as a going concern; and when 
the proposed building is erected and equipped, the Margaret Eaton School 
staff would be taken over by the University and the present building 
on Yonge St. v/ould be vacated. 



It is the intention, however, of the 
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University to postpone building until after the War; so that, the 
School would continue to be carried on in the present premises for 
two years or more. 

As the School has had so little in the way of overhead 
expenses and Miss Somers has been quite successful, she has accumulated 
about $9,000 net profit in recent years. And if the deal goes 
through, she proposes to donate this money with which to provide, in 
the new School, a Library of books relevant to the work done in the 
School and to be known as ’’The Margaret Eaton Library”. 

With all of the above arrangements, it is seen that the 
University has everything to gain and nothing to lose, while the 
Margaret Eaton School loses its name and its identity, and the only 
recognition of the pioneer work done by Mrs, Timothy Eaton in this 
matter would be in the form of a rather insignificant Library, about 
which the general public would hear little. And as the School is 
by far the best of its kind in Canada and has become so^ practically 
unaided by any other educational body, such a Library seems rather 
unworthy as a memorial of Mrs. Timothy Eaton who not only provided the 
funds for the establishment of the School, but also took a helpful 
and practical interest in its organization and its v/ork. 

The School was of course originally designed to Include 
the study of Literature and Expression through Dramatic Art, with 
Physical Culture added as a means of improving deportment and grace. 
When Hart House was built, a theatre was included in which the study of 
Dramatic Art strongly competed with the work done in the Margaret Eaton 
School, with the result that in the School, Literature and Expression 
became less important and Physical Culture more important} so that, 
by the time Miss Somers took charge, the work done in Literature and 
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Expression was insignificant and the School was given over almost 
entirely to Physical Culture. And although the work done by the 
Margaret Eaton School at present is not as comprehensive as planned 
by Mrs. Timothy Eaton and Chancellor B\orwash, who assisted her in 
organizing it, the School has grovm to be associated mainly with 
Physical Culture, and in that sense identified with the Margaret Eaton 
name. It would therefore seem a matter for regret that the School 
should pass out of existence without the Margaret Eaton name being 
worthily identified with the continuation of this work in the 
University. 

As the University is usually eager for financial assist- 
ance, a proposal might be made, if the Company could see its way to 
do so, that the Company would pay for the erection of the building 
which the University has in mind, - and that the University would 
set up the above mentioned $300,000 as an Endowment Fund for the v/ork; 
and the building to be known as "The Margaret Eaton Hall", or by some 
title including the Margaret Eaton name. 

No proposal of this kind has been made to the University. 
The only proposal is as above stated: that the University would take 

over the Margaret Eaton School and would have the use of the present 
premises with the same conditions as have been enjoyed by the School, 
until such time as the University's new building would be ready for 
usej and that in addition, the accumulated profit would be donated to 
the University to purchase a Library dealing with Physical Culture. 

We do not knov/, of coxirse, in how far the University v/ould agree 
with this proposal. 

It is not advocated that the above proposal be made. 

It is merely a suggestion. 

The facts and observations are given to show the situation, 
past and present. 
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The Margaret Eaton School Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
resource created in 2014-2015 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators, and students to discover the Margaret Eaton School 
archives housed in the Peter Turkstra Library at Redeemer University 
College. Copyright of the digital images is the property of Redeemer 
University College, Ancaster, Canada and the images may not be 
copied or emailed to multiple sites without the copyright holder's 
express written permission. However, users may print, download, or 
email digital images for individual non-commercial use. To learn 
more about this project or to search the digital collection, go to 
http://libguides.redeemer.ca/mes. 




